
Unit 5. Non-timber forest products 

The Arctic Flavours Association 

Description       

In Finland non-wood products gathered from forests are 
both commercially and recreationally important for a 
wide group of people. Out of the most important 
product group, the wild berries, the majority is 
currently picked by migrant workers. In order to support 
the various and increasing activities and business 
related to the use of non-wood forest products a 
national expert organization is essential. 

The Arctic Flavours Association functions as a nation-
wide association for Non-Wood Forest Products 
specialising in wild berries, mushrooms, herbs and 
special forest products. The aims of the Association are 
to promote the gathering, processing and use of natural 
products as well as to improve their quality. 

Wild berries from forest 

The business concept and vision behind Arctic Flavours 
is: 

• To produce services that support the
development of the natural products industry
for the benefit of companies, stake-holders in
the industry and citizens

• To make natural products and the foods made
from them a recognised part of a healthy diet in
Finland and abroad

According to the by-laws of the Arctic Flavours 
Association established at the time of its founding in 
1993, the Association’s functions include the following: 

• Compiling and disseminating information 

regarding natural products 

• Preparing and distributing educational material
related to the field

• Carrying out nation-wide campaigns to promote
gathering and consumption of natural products

• Improving the quality of the products and the
raw materials involved

• Organising and developing educational 
opportunities relating to the field

• Monitoring domestic and international 
developments in the field

• Supporting research efforts in the field and
communicating the findings to companies in the
industry

• Organising and executing projects relating to
the field

• Pursuing initiatives aimed at improving
operating conditions for the industry

• Assisting its members in building networks and
finding partners

Even world championships of berry picking are organised 
frequently by The Arctic Flavours Association! 

Impact: 

The Arctic Flavours Association has widely promoted and 
improved the diverse use of various non-wood forest 
products. 
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